MINUTES  OF  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT   HELD   IN   CIVIC  OFFICES,  GREYSTONES  ON  TUESDAY  24TH  SEPTEMBER  2019
___________________________________________________________________________
Present:
Councillor T. Fortune, Cathaoirleach

Councillors M. Crean, D. Mitchell, L. Scott, G. Walsh, & J. Whitmore 

Also Present:

Mr. M. Nicholson, Greystones Municipal District Manager 

Mr. R. O’Hanlon, Greystones Municipal District Engineer
Ms. M. Porter, Greystones Municipal District Administrator 

Ms. K. Coughlan, Greystones Municipal District

 

___________________________________________________________________________
At the outset the Cathaoirleach referred to a copy email that he had circulated to members which outlined his views in relation to Local Property Tax.  He also commented on the last meeting between fishermen and harbour users which he was unable to attend but which he understood was very positive. Finally he spoke about the recent election of a Chairperson for the Kildare & Wicklow Training and Education Board for which he was a candidate.  He was critical of the fact that there was an alleged campaign in Wicklow to prevent him from being elected as Chairperson and he assured the meeting that he would be looking for total transparency in his role as Vice-Chairperson.
1. CONFIRMATION  OF  MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor G. Walsh, seconded by Councillor L. Scott and agreed that the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 30th July 2019, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach.

2. PRESENTATION  ON  CHAPEL  ROAD  IMPROVEMENT  SCHEME

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Kevin Sturgeon, Mr. Brendan Manning and Ms. Jane Hennaghan from DBFL to the meeting.  The members were shown a presentation that included background information, the various issues and preliminary design drawings for improvements to the Chapel Road in Greystones.   They were advised that the Part 8 process would commence in mid October and would be followed by the CPO process.
It was agreed to consider notice of motion (b) as follows in conjunction with this item:

(b)  Motion in the name of Councillor D. Mitchell:

 “The Council should report progress and expected completion dates for the Delgany to Blacklion Road including junction improvement and liaison with the developer who is developing the middle section. Also sewerage pipes in conjunction”.

Members expressed the hope that funding would be provided for the necessary CPOs in the short term. They suggested that some type of separation or verge between the cycle paths and the roadway was necessary to ensure the safety of children cycling to school and they requested that the proposed pedestrian crossings be moved back from the roundabout.
The District Engineer stated that NTA guidelines only required cycle paths to be provided at road level but that the proposals were to provide them at footpath level.  He pointed out that any proposal to acquire more land than was technically required to provide the road and footpath/cycle paths would only serve to delay the CPO process.  He stated that the new road, footpaths and cycle paths would tie in with what was already provided on the existing road and he pointed out that the road traffic would be calmed by the design of the road rather than by other means.

In reply to a query from the members Mr. K. Sturgeon stated that the new road to St. Laurence’s NS would be a side road and that all heavy traffic would travel on the new main road.  He pointed out the new road would be capable of facilitating buses and that the natural bends on the road would act as traffic calming.
Mr. B. Manning stated that there would be minimal land acquisition where existing houses were close to the road boundary. He said that the areas for acquisition varied from 1 metre to 6 metres.   In reply to a query from the members he stated that fibre optic and gas main ducting would be provided in the new road works in conjunction with the utility companies and that Irish Water had also been consulted about providing water and sewerage piping.
Mr. K. Sturgeon stated that it was intended that the finishes on boundary walls would be replaced like with like and that this would be part of the CPO process.  He pointed out that proposed junction improvements at Redford were a separate issue and not part of the Chapel Road improvement scheme.

The District Engineer stated that the Roads Section of Wicklow County Council would be responsible for progressing the CPOs, probably subject to funding, following the Part 8 process.  He pointed out that the Developer was going ahead with the construction of the road required as part of his planning permission for development and that this would tie in with the existing road.
The Cathaoirleach thanked the representatives from DBFL for attending the meeting.
3. UPDATE  ON  GREYSTONES  HARBOUR  DEVELOPMENT 

The District Administrator circulated a report and map outlining progress on the harbour development.  She pointed out that Glenveagh Properties Ltd. were not in a position to attend the meeting but that she had once more informed them that the members wanted to have input into the Part 8 process for the harbour at design stage.
Members sought clarification on the number of housing units being provided in the development as they believed the number had increased.  They also sought details about what retail / commercial units were planned and enquired if penalties would apply if the development was not completed in a timely manner.  They enquired about when the boardwalk and the public park would be open and about the agreed finishes of buildings.  They enquired if electric vehicle charging points would be provided as promised and if the houses in Mount Haven would be overlooked by the new development.  They also sought details of the Special Vehicle Company.
Following discussion the members requested that representatives from Wicklow County Council and Sispar / Glenveagh Properties attend their October meeting to clarify these matters.  It was agreed that the October meeting should start at 6.30 p.m. to allow full discussion on this and that the meeting with Gardai be deferred until November.
4. REPORT  FROM  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  ENGINEER

A report on proposed works, and works carried out, was circulated and the District Engineer answered any queries from the members in relation to same.

Following discussion it was agreed to refer the following to Wicklow County Council for attention:
1. Road markings at Killincarrig

2. Large trucks using Chapel Road and driving on footpaths

3. Flooding at harbour

4. Loading bays on Church Road, Greystones

The District Engineer agreed to circulate the members with a copy of the proposed plans for Killincarrig village.  

In response to a query from the members, the District Manager stated that the provision of bus shelters was the responsibility of the bus companies but that Wicklow County Council had received Community Enhancement funding and, following applications, had decided to provide two bus shelters in each MD area.  He stated that the solar powered bus shelters with charging points had been ordered and were awaiting delivery.
5.  ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  CHRISTMAS  LIGHTS  CEREMONY
The District Administrator informed the members that the Christmas Lights ceremony would be held on Saturday 23rd November 2019 in Burnaby Park.  She pointed out that the event would be organised by Greystones 2020 with assistance from the Municipal District and would include the usual Ecumenical Service with Santa travelling from Holyhead on the day.

The District Administrator informed the members that the Male Voice Choir from Holyhead would perform a concert in Greystones Rugby Club on the same evening with the Male Voice Choir from Newtownmountkennedy and it was agreed to invite the Holyhead choir to sing at the Christmas Lights event as well as the local school.  It was further agreed that the expenses involved in hiring the Rugby Club for the concert, as well as food for the choir, be covered from the Tourism and Twinning budget.

Members agreed to allocate the sum of €5,000 to Greystones 2020 for the Christmas Lights event.

6. MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  POLICING  PLAN  COMMITTEES

The District Administrator referred to the quarterly informal meetings between MD members and local Garda Representatives and she stated that the County Wicklow Joint Policing Committee now intended to formalise these.  She stated that the only difference would be that local TDs and PPN participants would be invited to the meetings.  This was agreed.

7. NOTICES  OF  MOTION

(a) Motion in the name of Councillor L. Scott:

"That GMD investigates designated poster areas with equal space for all candidates, as practised by many Local Authorities in Western Europe, and consider restricting posters to these areas for the next Council Election in 2024, leading to fairer, safer and more environmentally friendly candidate exposure."

Following discussion on this motion it was agreed that the Municipal District staff would identify suitable sites in each town, village and neighbourhood district in the area for agreement with the members and that all candidates in future elections would be asked to respect the request to restrict posters to these areas.
(b) Motion in the name of Councillor D. Mitchell:

 “The Council should report progress and expected completion dates for the Delgany to Blacklion Road including junction improvement and liaison with the developer who is developing the middle section. Also sewerage pipes in conjunction”.

This motion had already been dealt with in conjunction with item two.
(c) Motion in the name of Councillor D. Mitchell:

“The council should report progress on the Delgany village improvement scheme (R762), part 8 approved 2018”.

The District Engineer stated that it was a matter for the Roads Section of Wicklow County Council to source funding for these works.

Members expressed the view that these works needed to be carried out at the earliest possible opportunity and they requested a progress report on same for their October meeting.
(d) Motion in the name of Councillor D. Mitchell:

“The council should report progress on Developing a Plan for a walk along the Three Trout stream”

The District Engineer stated that this walkway was an objective in the LAP and would be taken into account when any planning applications were received for the lands in question.  

Following discussion the members requested that Wicklow County Council look at funding options to have a plan prepared for a walk/greenway along the Three Trout Stream.

(e) Motion in the name of Councillor J. Whitmore:

“That Greystones Municipal District recognise the important recreation potential of Greystones Harbour for all our community and agree to further develop it as an inclusive swimming and recreation area. That a master-plan be developed, in conjunction with Sisk, in line with this proposal and that it includes, but is not limited to, the provision of a wheelchair ramp onto the beach, a wheelchair ramp into the water for wheelchair access, beach wheelchairs, a changing places toilet facility and a pontoon”. 
Following discussion on this motion it was agreed that it be included for consideration at the meeting between Sean Quirke and Sisk / Glenveagh that has been scheduled for 29th October.
As time was running out, it was agreed to extend the meeting by fifteen minutes.

8. CORRESPONDENCE
1. The District Administrator informed the members that local Tidy Towns groups had requested a contribution towards their works for 2019.  

Following discussion it was agreed to allocate €5,000 to Greystones Tidy Towns and €2,500 each to Kilcoole Tidy Towns, Delgany Tidy Towns and Newcastle Tidy Towns.
2. The District Administrator informed the members that an application had been received for funding towards a Christmas Market at the harbour again this year.  She pointed out that the MD had allocated money in previous years and that the request the first year was for set up costs that had to be paid up front. Members were advised that the market operated at a profit and that when the allocation was made last year, the group were advised to perhaps use the profits from the market for the set up costs going forward.  She also pointed out that the group received a €1,000 community grant from Wicklow County Council towards the market and that the GMD had earlier agreed an allocation of €5,000 for Greystones Tidy Towns.

Following discussion on this, it was agreed to defer a decision on funding for the Christmas market until the October meeting.

9. ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 

1. It was agreed to send a letter to Greystones 2020 to thank them for their work on the public consultation for the Public Realm Plan for Greystones.

2. The District Administrator informed the members that the plans for a Cairn Homes development at Farrankelly / Killincarrig,   the subject of a Strategic Housing Development application to An Bord Pleanala, were available to view in the Civic Offices and on the website.
It was agreed to request representatives from the Planning Section of Wicklow County Council to attend the October meeting of the GMD to discuss same.

THIS  CONCLUDED  THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE  MEETING.
SIGNED:__________________________________________  

                    CHAIRPERSON

SIGNED: _________________________________________




            MEETINGS ADMINISTRATOR
Dated this _______ day of _______________________2019
